The Squadron of flying Ships
number of roads, made particularly important the
attacks on railway stations and bridges. Heavy damage
was inflicted many times. Twice the large ships suc-
ceeded in blowing up munitions trains. One of these
successful bombing attacks took place at the Prjevorsk
station in Austria on June 5, 1915. The flying ship,
under the command of Captain I. Baschko, located a
munitions train about which the Third Army had
secret information and, throwing a series of bombs,
made a hit that started a huge explosion and fire. It
was established later that about 30,000 shells were
destroyed, together with the train. The station build-
ings were badly damaged.
Useful military flights similar to this one became
more frequent resulting in much greater attention
being paid by the adversary to our ships. Strong anti-
aircraft defence was concentrated at places where
44 visits " of the big planes could be expected. More
and more efforts were made by squadrons of German
pursuit planes to bring down a " Mourometz."
Urgent and intensive work at the base was con-
stantly increasing the ability of these ships to resist
and to protect them against the new and more power-
ful means of attack that were introduced by the enemy.
When explosive bullets appeared on German pursuit
planes, the staff of the squadron became disturbed.
Upon urgent request, samples of German and Austrian
aircraft machine-guns and ammunition were sent to
the base of the squadron and a special commission
undertook a practical investigation. We took some
twenty discarded petrol tanks and started shooting with
Gorman explosive bullets one tank after another,
studying the various results. At first they were tlarm-